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Our research explores the understandings about critical thinking (CT) and approaches in CT practice and
development (CTP&D) among teachers and students in initial teacher education programs. The analysis is
informed by an adapted version of Halonen’s (1995) CT model, which encompasses dispositions, cognition,
and metacognition, and Bredo’s (2000) concept of interactional constructivism.

Our findings reveal a gap between participants’reported understanding of CT and their CTP&D approaches
in the classroom. While teachers and students articulated a wide set of beliefs and understandings about CT
key components, their actual classroom practices were linked to a narrow set. Despite this gap, instances
of teacher-generated questions and student-student exploratory talk provided valuable, albeit limited, oppor-
tunities for CTP&D. Building on these insights, our recommendations prior to 2023 emphasised the need to
align classroom practices with the theoretical foundations of CT. We advocated for targeted interventions in
teacher education courses to enhance pre-service teachers’ understandings and approaches in the practice
and development of CT.

Today, teachers and students face a new challenge in the form of Artificial Intelligence (AI). There is an urgent
need to empower educators to cultivate critical thinkers capable of thriving in a technologically advanced
world by linking CTP&D and AI literacy development. As such, this keynote presentation underscores the
imperative to align pedagogical practices with the evolving technological landscape, ensuring that educators
are well-equipped to meet the challenges of tomorrow.

Online Profile
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Trang-Nguyen-184; https://research.monash.edu/en/persons/anna-podorova

Biography
Dr. Trang Tam Nguyen is an associate lecturer cum a learning support advisor at Victorian Institute of Tech-
nology, Australia. Her current work involves supporting study activities, monitoring course progress, de-
veloping and monitoring online modules, and integrating critical thinking development and practices into
different units. Previously, she engaged in teaching and training the Vietnamese pre-service and in-service
teachers. Her interests are academic study skills, assessment, critical thinking, and ELT methodologies. She
can be reached at trangtamnguyen5@gmail.com.
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